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Vincenzo, a shy and insecure young man, is on his first date with Sara. Unsure of what to say, he turns to Chat-AlT, an artificial intelligence app that provides perfect responses in real time.
A digital Cyrano that always seems to know what to do... but at what cost?

The Aquarium is a romantic comedy that humorously and paradoxically depicts the consequences of an excessive use of artificial intelligence.




GIANLUCA ZONTA

Born in 1980. He graduated in Computer Science and in Cinema at DAMS; he attended the "Carlo
Mazzacurati" Screenwriting Master.

In 2009, he created the first Italian web series, "COPS". In 2015, he was a finalist for the Solinas Award with
the screenplay for the film "Teresa, Luisa and the #NotteRosa".

He directed numerous short films, including "Pizza Boy" (2019), presented at the Rome Film Festival in the
"Alice nella citta" section and winner of over 50 awards at Italian and international festivals; "The Right to
Vote" (2021), a political and science fiction story that won at the Elche and Galacticat festivals in Spain; and
"The Aquarium" (2024), a story about love and artificial intelligence, premiered at the Cortinametraggio
festival, where it won the technical jury award and the audience award.

Filmography

The Aquarium (2024)

The Right to Vote (2021)
Pizza Boy (2019)

it's only a rolling tape(2017)
A Quarter to Eight (2015)
The Borderline (2012)



With The Aquarium, my aim is to explore, through a romantic story, the implications that artificial
intelligence can have on people today. In particular, | want to highlight-through situations that verge
on the paradoxical-the distortions that new digital technologies can lead to.

The short film follows two couples. The first one (Vincenzo and Sara) completely rely on the advice of
Chat-AIT (an app similar to ChatGPT-an actual Al-based software) which provides precise suggestions
on everything to say or do in their relationship. This allows them to meet, date, and build a
relationship that appears stable and happy, but at the cost of losing their own identity—-or rather, of
bending it to the instructions they receive.

The second couple (Marco and Alice) are more skeptical. Alice doesn't want to use the app but is
insecure and afraid of making mistakes, as she's coming off a series of failed relationships. Marco, on
the other hand, is certain he doesn't want to use it, so as not to give up his personality. But when
Marco expresses himself in a sincere and unconventional way, the app interprets it as threatening
and advises Alice not to see him again—even though she was actually moved by his words. What to do
in such a case? Is it better to conform to what everyone else is doing, or follow your instincts and take
the risk of getting hurt?

The short doesn't aim to provide definitive answers to the problem, but rather to encourage reflection
on a highly relevant topic. The story can also be seen from another perspective: perhaps the fact that
the app suggests things we would never have thought to do could actually lead to longer-lasting
relationships. Maybe the app is right, and Marco is an unstable person best avoided.

The implications of this topic are broad and can't be reduced to a simplistic view. My intention is to
present a situation-one we're already facing or will soon face-by shedding light on its critical aspects
and complexities, in order to spark a deeper reflection on how we use these new technologies.
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